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Please remember that dialectal differences exist for each language and should be considered when using the phonemic charts.
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Facts on Spanish Phonology

e The following consonant clusters are used in Spanish; these do not occur in word-
final position:'
pV/, /pll, /bl/, /oll, 417, /A0, /K1/, /k(7, /gl/, /gll, /f1/, and /117.

e There are five consonants used in word-final position:2: N/, /7, /d/, /n/, and /s/.

e In intervocalic environments, the allophonic variations for /b, d, g/ are /R, 0, Y/.3

e Dialectal variations in Spanish phonology exist. It is important to recognize this
when assessing a Spanish speaker. For example, /v/ and /8/ occur in some
Spanish dialects.

e By age 4, normally developing monolingual Spanish speakers acquire most

sounds of the language except for /g/, /f/, /s/, /In/, /r/, and /l/ A
e Phonemes in English that do not occur in Spanish include the following:

o /ny/,V 18,10/, 12, /], 3/, /h,/d/, |dg/, and /i4/.
e The Spanish vowel system is much smaller than that of English; they are similar
to the short vowels of English. Spanish vowels include the following: /a/,/e/, /i/,

/o/, lu/.5
e Spanish developmental norms®
33 37 3;11 4:3 47 4:11 5,7 >5;7
/p,bt/ | ’kyw,mn/ | /j,l/ /] /. del! |/ /s/ It/

Data were normed on 120 Spanish-speaking children of Mexican descent living in California. Spanish was
reported as the primary language. Data reflect 90% accuracy of phoneme production..
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