Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

May 25, 2006
The Honorable William M. Thomas The Honorable Charles Rangel
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means Ranking Member, Committee on Ways and Means
1102 Longworth House Office Building 1106 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable Joe Barton The Honorable John Dingell
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce Ranking Member, Committee on Energy and Commerce
2109 Rayburn House Office Building 2322 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Thomas and Barton and Ranking Members Rangel and Dingell:

We write to request your full consideration of the need for passage of legislation in 2006 to address the Medicare
outpatient therapy caps. In the 109" Congress, legislation to repeal the caps has gained the support of more than
250 Members of the United States House of Representatives and more than 40 organizations representing
clinicians, patients and disease advocacy groups. Without Congressional action in 2006, the arbitrary therapy caps
will return on January 1, 2007 and will result in restricted access to rehabilitation services and a shift in patients and
costs to inpatient settings.

As you know, these caps were placed on outpatient physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech language
pathology services as part of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997. Since this time, Congress has acted three times to
place a moratorium on the therapy caps. These caps went back into effect on January 1, 2006. Fortunately, under
your leadership, Congress passed legislation as part of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 that provided
beneficiaries with a clinically based exceptions process to this financial limitation on rehabilitation services under
Medicare. While problems have arisen during the launch of the exceptions process, we believe that if those
problems are rectified this process remains a viable option for ensuring access to necessary services in a fiscally
responsible manner.

Since the Deficit Reduction Act only authorized the exceptions process for 2006, we respectfully request an
extension of this exceptions process for a minimum of the 2007 calendar year. This will allow the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to continue to monitor the implementation of this policy and assist in the
development of a long-term alternative to the therapy cap. We appreciate your consideration of this request to
extend the exceptions process beyond 2006.
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