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Please remember that dialectal differences exist for each language and should be considered when using the phonemic charts.
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Additional sounds not found on the chart: /kp/ and / nm/.
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Facts on Viethamese Phonology

e There are three major dialects of Vietnamese that are geographical in nature: northern, central, and southern.”
e Vietnamese is a tonal language. Each syllable has a tone and each tone changes the semantics of a word.
Vietnamese tones include the following:?
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level,

breathing rising,

breathing falling,
falling—rising,

creaky rising (low rising), and
low falling (low constricted).

There are no consonant clusters.?

Words are primarily monosyllabic, although some multisyllabic words exist.*
There are six consonants used in final position: /p/, /t/, /k/, Im/, In/, and /r]/.5
Phonemes in English that are not found in Viethamese are as follows:

18/, 181, Itf/, and /d3/.

e A number of dialectal variations exist in Vietnamese. The following phonemes only occur in some dialects:®
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/zl—Northern dialect,
/jl—Central and Southern dialects,

/fl—Central and Southern dialects,
/jl—Central and Southern dialects, and
Irl.
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