
CONSONANT AGE OF ACQUISITION 

 

Crowe, K., & McLeod, S. (2020). Children’s English consonant acquisition in the United States: A review. American Journal of Speech-Language 
Pathology, 29(4), 2155-2169. https://doi.org/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168. License: CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 



SLPs consider average age of consonant acquisition within a broader context of the child’s overall ability: 
  

“Best practice entails using a richer representation of development, specifically reflecting the range and variability inherent in 
development. Moreover, diagnosing the presence of a speech sound disorder requires more than just a single measure. The diagnostic 
accuracy of different cutoffs for developmental norms has not been established. Recent standardized tests of articulation do have 
acceptable diagnostic accuracy. However, even when diagnostic accuracy meets conventions for acceptability, no single measure is 
100% accurate. This means that an accurate diagnosis can only be achieved by combining multiple measures to converge on a diagnosis. 
Developmental norms are one source of information. When coupled with additional measures that reflect different aspects of speech 
sound development (e.g., test scores that reflect total number of errors, normative data about error types and patterns), a well-
reasoned and likely accurate diagnosis can be achieved” (Storkel, 2019, p. 73). 
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