
FINDING FREE ACCESS RESEARCH  
 
Free, full text articles can be legally obtained through several resources, and with expanding open access initiatives, 
new resources are regularly emerging. Here are some ways to locate free or open access research: 

Disclaimer: The following list of resources is a sample of currently available tools for retrieving open access articles. 
This list is not intended to be comprehensive and does not reflect ASHA’s endorsement of the content or the views 
expressed within these resources.    

 
 
 
 

ASHAWire 

Journals: Members of ASHA have free access to their journals, including: the American Journal of Audiology 
(AJA), the American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology (AJSLP), the Journal of Speech Language, and 
Hearing Research (JSLHR), and Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools (LSHSS).   
 
Perspectives: Members of ASHA Special Interest Groups (SIGs) have access to Perspectives publications.   
 
Special Collections: ASHA members have access to special collections of articles regarding timely topics. 
These collections include research articles across all publications on ASHAWire as well as additional 
resources from ASHA Leader magazine, the ASHA LeaderLive blog, and more.  

 
 

 
Browser 

Extensions 
 
 
 
 

CORE Discovery: This extension provides access to freely accessible research when you hit a paywall.  
 
Mendeley Web Importer: This plug-in imports citations, PDFs, webpages, etc. directly to your personal 
reference library. It also downloads any open access versions of articles that are available.  
 
Open Access Button: This “bookmarklet” records instances of you hitting a paywall and suggests alternatives 
for locating an open access version of an article. 
 
Unpaywall: This extension locates free, author-posted manuscripts when you open a link to a journal article 
that is behind a paywall.  

 
 
 

Full-text 
Archives 

JSTOR: This repository includes many open access journal articles. Register for free as an independent 
researcher, and gain free monthly access to 100 articles.   
 
PubMed Central: This archive includes many free, full text articles available from NIH's National Library of 
Medicine.   
 
Other full-text archives: Additional examples of databases that offer free access to full-text articles from 
various journals include ScienceOpen, Social Science Research Network, and the Directory of Open Access 
Journals.  

Google 
Scholar 

This search engine indexes articles that are both open access and behind paywalls. Articles with available 
full texts provide a [HTML] or [PDF] link on the far right.    

 
 
 
 

 
 

Libraries 

Employer or institution libraries: Large hospitals, institutions, or networks often subscribe to journals. Ask 
your employer if you have access through your workplace.   
 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Libraries: This search platform hosts various print and online 
collections, with available filters for open access articles.  
 
University libraries:   

• If you are affiliated with a university, then you likely have access to full-text research articles via 
your library’s online database. If they do not have a copy of an article, you may request it from 
another library through interlibrary loan.   

• If you are not affiliated with a university, a university near you may offer limited public access 
passes to visit university libraries. Call ahead and discuss the potential for a public access pass 
with library staff.    

 
Repositories 

If the author of the article is affiliated with a university, then that university may host the research published 
by their employees. Search for the author’s university repository via search engine or through a repository 
directory such as OpenDOAR.   

Contact the 
Author 

If you have exhausted all other resources and have still not located an open access version of the article, 
you can directly reach out to the corresponding author to politely request a copy of their article. The article 
page on the publisher’s website usually lists contact information for the corresponding author, often 
designated by an envelope icon.    

https://leader.pubs.asha.org/
https://pubs.asha.org/journal/aja
https://pubs.asha.org/journal/ajslp
https://pubs.asha.org/journal/jslhr
https://pubs.asha.org/journal/jslhr
https://pubs.asha.org/journal/lshss
https://perspectives.pubs.asha.org/
https://pubs.asha.org/special-collections/
https://core.ac.uk/services/discovery
https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/web-importer
https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
https://www.jstor.org/
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115004760028-MyJSTOR-How-to-Register-Get-Free-Access-to-Content
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/115004760028-MyJSTOR-How-to-Register-Get-Free-Access-to-Content
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://www.scienceopen.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://mit.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01MIT_INST:MIT&lang=en
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/


OPEN ACCESS RESEARCH INITIATIVES  

 
Open access initiatives allow for greater dissemination of evidence-based information and increase access across a 
diverse body of disciplines. The following are resources for researchers interested in joining the open access 
movement:   
  
cOAlition S: an international consortium of research funding organizations working towards making full and 
immediate open access to publications a reality.    
  
CSDisseminate: a group of volunteer communication science and disorder (CSD) scientists and clinicians. This group 
strives to educate researchers on self-archiving and publishing in open access journals to increase clinician access 
to research in the CSD field. They also advocate for “green” open access, or self-archiving of earlier versions of 
manuscripts.   
  
OASAP: an international coalition of open access publishers working towards encouraging and enabling open-access 
publishing across various disciplines.   
 

https://www.coalition-s.org/about/
https://www.csdisseminate.com/
https://osap.io/

