September 14, 2026

Dr. Mehmet Oz

Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Attention: P.O. Box

Baltimore, MD 21244

RE: CY2027 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule Proposed Rule
Dear Administrator Oz:

The undersigned speech-language pathologists (SLPs)—who treat and care for
Medicare beneficiaries—appreciate the opportunity to comment on the calendar year
(CY) 2027 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule proposed rule.

We respectfully urge the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to address
three issues before finalizing the rule: the proposed pediatric Healthcare Common
Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) code GSLPP, continued access to speech-
language pathology treatment through telehealth, and the need for a separate specialty-
level impact analysis for speech-language pathology. These issues have important
implications for clinical practice, implementation, and Medicare beneficiaries’ access to
care.

GSLPP Is Not Sufficiently Defined for Implementation

We appreciate CMS’ efforts to engage interested parties and respond to concerns about
pediatric services. However, GSLPP is poorly and inconsistently defined, relies on an
unclear 60-minute treatment assumption, and would create significant confusion and
administrative burden for all stakeholders—including clinicians, patients, payers, and
electronic health record (EHR) vendors.

The proposed rule does not clearly establish which patients would be eligible for
GSLPP. The main discussion describes the code as applying to the pediatric population
“up to age 21” while the telehealth discussion refers to patients “up to age 18 or 21.” In
addition, the CY 2027 NPRM List of Medicare Telehealth Services describes GSLPP as
“Eval of speech fluency <21” while Addendum B includes no descriptor at all.

CMS does not discuss whether eligibility would end at age 18, 21, or after a patient’s
21st birthday. Conflicting definitions could lead to claim denials, compliance concerns,
and differing interpretations among clinicians, Medicare contractors, payers, and
vendors.

CMS also does not clearly explain how treatment time would affect reporting of the
code. Although CMS uses legacy Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) code 92507 as
the basis for valuing GSLPP, the proposed descriptor does not include a treatment time
in its proposed descriptor, and CMS noted only one unit per patient per day would be



allowed. The proposed rule does not clarify whether it is a timed or untimed code or
whether there is a specific amount of time required to report GSLPP.

These uncertainties directly affect whether clinicians can accurately report services,
claims will be paid, and patients will have access to medically necessary care. A code
with unresolved eligibility and reporting requirements is not ready for implementation.

GSLPP Does Not Reflect Individualized Care

Speech-language pathology treatment must be responsive to each patient’s age,
diagnosis, medical complexity, treatment goals, and ability to participate. Some patients
may not be able to tolerate an hour-long treatment session, while others may require
45, 60, or more minutes of active treatment. In addition, advancements in the
understanding of the clinical conditions SLPs treat—such as dementia and autism—as
well as changes in technology and service delivery require a coding structure that is
flexible and responsive to evolving clinical practice and patient needs.

If CMS intends to make the reporting requirement 60 minutes, medically necessary
pediatric services lasting less than one hour may not be reportable. This creates an
unnecessary barrier to care for patients who cannot tolerate or do not clinically require a
full hour of treatment. If 60 minutes is only a valuation assumption, GSLPP would still
provide no way to distinguish among substantially different treatment durations. GSLPP
also does not acknowledge differences in time, intensity, and resources involved when
providing services across patients, clinical conditions, settings, and stages of care.

A broad, untimed code anchored to 60 minutes would recreate many of the same
limitations associated with CPT code 92507. It could result in either overpayment or
underpayment, depending on the services provided. It would also make it more difficult
for CMS to distinguish changes in clinical practice and patient need from unexplained
changes in utilization.

Finally, ensuring the new code family is appropriately structured and valued should be
the priority. The development of GSLPP does not achieve this objective. Instead, it
would create an overlapping Medicare-specific coding option and add further confusion
for clinicians, payers, and vendors preparing for the January 1, 2027, transition.

A Parallel Coding Structure Would Increase Confusion and Administrative Burden

The new speech-language pathology CPT codes will take effect on January 1, 2027.
Clinicians, payers, clearinghouses, and EHR vendors are already preparing for this
significant transition. Adding GSLPP would create a Medicare-specific requirement for
services that overlap with the new CPT codes. Clinicians and billing staff would need to
determine which coding structure applies based on the patient’s age, payer, treatment
focus, treatment duration, and the payer’s individual policies.

Medicaid programs and private insurers may also adopt the new CPT codes on different
timelines, while some payers may temporarily continue accepting legacy CPT code
92507. Therefore, practices could be required to navigate as many as three coding
options for speech-language pathology treatment services—the new CPT codes,
GSLPP, and CPT code 92507.



This complexity increases the likelihood of coding errors, claim denials, corrected
claims, and delayed payment. Although claims can be corrected and resubmitted,
repeated submissions and delayed payments can be costly, particularly for small
practices with limited administrative resources. Confusion over the appropriate code
could also affect beneficiary financial responsibility and interfere with timely access to
care.

Finally, given that this complex proposal will not be finalized until November 2026 for
implementation on January 1, we are concerned clearinghouses and EHR vendors will
not have enough time to update their coding and billing systems to support accurate
claims submission, payer-specific policies, and claims processing edits across a diverse
range of payers. This compressed timeline could create widespread confusion, payment
delays, and administrative burden for SLPs and practices while also disrupting
beneficiaries’ access to timely, medically necessary care.

CMS Should Separately Analyze the Impact on Speech-Language Pathology

CMS'’ specialty-level impact analysis does not separately report speech-language
pathology. Instead, speech-language pathology services are combined with physical
and occupational therapy. Speech-language pathology, physical therapy, and
occupational therapy are different professions with different services, staffing needs,
supplies, and costs. Combining them into one estimate makes it difficult for SLPs and
practices to prepare by hiding meaningful payment changes and making it difficult to
understand how the proposed rule would actually affect our services.

This is especially concerning for 2027, when speech-language pathology practices are
already preparing for the replacement of longstanding CPT code 92507, changes to
value calculations, lower conversion factors, and varying implementation across payers.
Without a separate impact analysis, practices cannot realistically plan for changes that
may affect revenue, staffing, contracts, technology, or patient care.

The specialty impact analysis should help providers understand what the proposed
changes mean for their own profession. Therefore, we urge CMS to provide a separate,
transparent impact analysis for speech-language pathology in the final rule and in future
rulemaking.

Ensure Continued Access to Telehealth Services

We are also concerned that the proposed rule does not include the new speech-
language pathology treatment CPT codes on the Medicare telehealth services list, while
legacy CPT code 92507 remains on the proposed list with a status of “Maintain” and
proposed HCPCS code GSLPP has also been included. If the new CPT codes are not
added to the final Medicare telehealth services list, Medicare beneficiaries could lose
access to critical speech-language pathology services delivered via telehealth when
CPT code 92507 is deleted on January 1, 2027.



We respectfully request that CMS crosswalk the new speech-language pathology
treatment CPT codes from CPT code 92507, which they are replacing, and include them
on the final telehealth services list to ensure Medicare beneficiaries continue to have
uninterrupted access to speech-language pathology treatment services via telehealth.

Conclusion

For these reasons, we respectfully request that CMS not finalize proposed HCPCS
code GSLPP and instead focus on successful implementation of the new speech-
language pathology CPT code family.

We also urge CMS to crosswalk the new speech-language pathology treatment CPT
codes from CPT code 92507, which they are replacing, and include them on the final
Medicare Telehealth Services List. Without this correction, Medicare beneficiaries could
lose access to medically necessary speech-language pathology treatment delivered via
telehealth beginning January 1, 2027.

Finally, we ask CMS to provide a separate and transparent specialty-level impact
analysis for speech-language pathology in the final rule and in future Medicare
Physician Fee Schedule rulemaking.

Thank you for considering these comments and for your continued efforts to support
access to high-quality speech-language pathology services for Medicare beneficiaries.

Sincerely,
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Sallyanne Kohut, NY
Armina Soroush, NY
Gina Milazzo, NY
Francine Pickus, NY
Debra Cantor-Apfel, NY
Erin Schmura, NY
Marilyn Calabrese, NY
Karen Sussman, NY
Renee Corcoran, NY
Stacia Remund, NY
Steven Asofsky, NY
Judith Williams, NY
Helene Simnowitz, NY
Susane Dardeir, NY
Alexandra Rogerson, NY
Deborah Falcon, NY
Abbey Zych, NY

Sara Silverman, NY
Julie Connelly, NY
Madeline Lopez, NY
Maria Olmedo-Castrillon, NY
Sarah Shain, NY
Donna Becker, NY
Janet Lamy, NY
Madeline Shull, NY
Hannah Meltzer, NY
Liane Grasso, NY
Megan Tobin, NY
Carole Kornsweig, NY
Jordan Walsh, NY
Megan McCann, NY
Lauren Hall, NY

Jaclyn Donovan, NY
Wendy Kourounis-Sill, NY
Lauren Calabrese, NY



Stephanie Nath, NY Sarah Kincaid Lovett, OH

Amanda Hembree, NY Kristen Cantrell, OH
Sarah Van Auken, NY Melissa Boyer, OH
Elizabeth Rossborough, NY Kari Carroll, OH
Kazyrah Wright, NY Jennifer Baek, OH

Julia Smith, NY Elizabeth Beversdorf, OH
Maria Blanco, NY Lauren Ovall, OH
Amanda Shuttleworth, NY Tiffany Amsler, OK
Noheli Ruiz, NY Heidi Bonham, OK
Margaret Janicek, NY Shelby Mills, OK

Emma Lewis, NY Teresa Bierig, OK

Elsie Fields, NY Shae Wilson, OK
sherry Holdren, OH Konya Martin, OK
Courtney Kendall, OH Xuan Green, OK
Mariae Mang, OH Meghan Garrett, OK
Sheridan Turner, OH Emily Hathaway, OK
Jody Cane, OH Margaret Newton, OK
Katijo Makin, OH Amber Epperson, OK
Alison Leighton, OH Christy Levine, OK
Kristin Neff, OH Theresa Guillory, OK
Gina Nicastro, OH Lillian Maxey, OK

Tara Koker-Noia, OH Hannah Gassaway, OK
Shyla Miller, OH Madison Mcgowan, OK
Mary Padula, OH Kaylee Young, OK
Laurie Sheehy, OH Kaylee Roebuck, OK
Sarah Netro, OH Addison Newcomb Newcomb, OK
Cara Falade, OH Michael Humphries, OK
Sharon Olthaus, OH Amanda Lira, OK
Connie Friemering, OH Jessica Helm, OK
Jenny Campbell, OH Christy Lamb, OK

Shari Hazlett, OH Taryn Ashley, OK

Laura Uhl, OH Teigan Beck, OR
Vanessa Maurer, OH Emily Johnson, OR
Abbey Powell, OH Sophia Farrier, OR
Elizabeth Uchtman, OH Jena Leigh Stewart, OR
Keeley Patton, OH Angela Bacuyani, OR
Audrey Meininger, OH Nicole Hinsley, OR
Amy McGroarty, OH McKenzie Rushcamp, OR
Stefanie Peck, OH Jordan Tinsley, OR

Anna Gombar, OH Jaime Musgrave, OR



Leisha Vogl, OR
Elizabeth Grillo, PA

Kate Laidlaw, PA

Lee Anthony, PA

Kelly Campbell, PA

Kim Sabourin, PA

Erika Henderson, PA
Sheila Erlbaum, PA
Kelly Shenk, PA

Jennifer Bosner Lyons, PA
Ekaterina Bruno, PA
Kelly Webb, PA

Curtis Wolf, PA

Susan Helwig, PA

Ann Godshalk, PA
Elizabeth Mormer, PA
Lindsay Milgram, PA
Megan McKee, PA
Brianna Rickert, PA
Grace Schiazza, PA
Kyleigh Pope, PA
Genevieve Barchak, PA
Marcia Triana Martinez, PA
Susan DiMoia, PA
Alexandria Ocasio, PA
Cynthia Kisiday, PA
Chantal Feinberg, PA
Melissa Cooper, PA
Emily Aten-Newberry, PA
Glen Tellis, PA

Susan Helwig, PA
Samantha Wolf, PA
Kendrea Garand, PA
John Myers, PA

Brenda Albright, PA
Miriam M Viruet Cortes, PR
Sarah Aldrich, Rl
Addison Lee, SC

Janet Horn, SC

Genea Boykin, SC

Katrina Tompkins, SC
Madison Wells, SC
Debi Lambert, SC
Rebecca Rowe, SC
Kelly Caldwell, SC
Elizabeth Ezzo, SC
Mallory Moore, SC
Melissa Cooke, SC
Crystal Adams, SC
Melanie Anderson Perkins, SC
Terre Goss, SC

Julie Blair, SC

Maria Blase, SC
Graciela Calkins, SC
Alison Wilson, SC
McKenzie Brothers, SC
Kira Palmer, SC
Caroline Pittard, SC
Lindsay Dew, SC
Hannah Bosworth, SC
Janina Wilmskoetter, SC
Casey Scott, SC
Lauren Kozak, SC
Bernateen Bibb, SC
Rebecca Stevenson, SC
Christina Pelatti, SC
Emily Fisher, SC
Elizabeth Hill, SC
Michelle Moore, SC
Paige Borreson, SC
Kristen Jackson, SC
Autumn Thomas, SC
Lauren O'Brien, SC
Taylor McDonald, SC
Amy Reynolds, SC
Allison Selk, SC
Shanita Moore, SC
Rachael Sutton, SC
Brandon Livingston, SC
Jordan Brothers, SC



Kyler Evans, SC
Miranda Luce, SC
Anjolie Lulanaj, SC
Casiphia Wohlfeld, SC
Heather Bonilha, SC
Kikki Thayer, SC
Ghelka Grimaldo, SC
Kylie Dunne-Platero, SC
Maris Krekelberg, SC
Natalie Jackson, SC
Sara Herstein, SC
Cherish Bissett, SC
Ginger Ayala, SC
Mariana Sanders, SC
Megan Schadt, SC
Cheyenne Davis, SC
Rebecca Livingston, SC
Paige Mancuso, SC
Christie Kerrigan, SC
Megan Stephens, SC
Alanna Klawuhn, SC
Lauren Runion, SC
Marylee Newton, SC
Roberto Calderon, SC
Danci Hoff, SD
Rebecca Tablada, TN
Christine Demore, TN
Hailey Flannagan, TN
Desiree Herring, TN
Valeria Matlock, TN
Jessica Lenden-Holt, TN
Kimberli Moore, TN
Katherine Hammonds, TN
Nicole Fox, TN
Amanda Campfield, TN
Lauryn Antrican, TN
Elizabeth Robinson, TN
Marilyn Wark, TN

Jamia Bentley, TN
Jennifer Henderson, TN

Emily Noe, TN

Hannah Collie, TN
Kelsey George, TN
Danielle Wheeler, TN
Michelle Gain, TN
Victoria Schnitzer, TX
Ashley Keenan, TX
Amy Bartelt, TX
Leanne Maldonado, TX
Mary Crocker, TX
Jodie Chan, TX
Shannon Middleton, TX
Yolanda Davis, TX
Roxann Benitez, TX
Yvonne Smith, TX
Angela Pivaro, TX
Maria Meza, TX

Renee Hill, TX

Lisa Milliken, TX
Alyssa Wade, TX
Debbie Krafcheck, TX
Sofia Tilton, TX

Melisa Lummus, TX
Farzan Irani, TX

Lisa Milliken, TX
Dennis Bradanese, TX
Kathleen Kerr, TX
Michelle Parish, TX
Patricia Graham, TX
Marguerite Burtis, TX
Shobha Yedatore, TX
Cheryl Kraemer, TX
Miriam Branham, TX
Ronny Clifton, TX
Heather Lout, TX

Meri Van Gundy, TX
Francois-Xavier Brajot, TX
Mendi Lancaster, TX
Dinah Porchia, TX
Miriam Rabaza-Saunders, TX



Kimberly Benedict, TX
Kimberly Kalny, TX
Manuel Mireles, TX
Haley Arteaga, TX
Tanya Rainey, TX
Jessica Nicole Gagne, TX
Xavierana Parisi, TX
Shannon Presley, TX
Eva Solis, TX

Danielle de la Rosa, TX
Alexis Broussard, TX
Madison McDonald, TX
Joslyn Balli, TX

Lois Adrianne Umali, TX
Mary Martinez, TX
Lindsey Frederick, TX
Jacqueline Trevino, TX
Daryn Ofczarzak, TX
Quinn Doblar, TX
Bailee Jennings, TX
Sherry Sancibrian, TX
Kathryn Curry, TX
Katelyn Alcott, TX

Shea Straw, TX

Miaya Allen, TX

Cathy Torrington Eaton, TX
Jenna Coe, TX
Katherine Moy, TX
Angela Kennedy, TX
Abigail Galland, TX
Mikayla Deavenport, TX
Jennifer Applewhite, TX
Allison Beckford, TX
Dolores Tomarelli, TX
Heather Vann, TX
Nadine Smith, TX
Elizabeth Taylor, TX
Asia Duran, TX
Kathleen Hisham, TX
Marcia Church, TX

Allison Beckford, TX
Jessica Degollado, TX
Julissa Iracheta, TX
Ariana Rodriguez, TX
Nicole Martin, TX
Monique Alvarado, TX
Daniel Perez, TX
Cristen Brophy, TX
Idalia Jones, TX

Ann Potter, TX

Brian Gregory, TX

Jen Howicz, TX
Kimberly Ibarra, TX
Katherine Kucherka, TX
Logan Garner, TX
Leah Turner, TX
Kimberly Holguin, TX
Jonathan Trevifio, TX
Isabel Tank, TX
Brittney Boling, TX
Karlyn Whittington, TX
Annette Coe, TX
Sydney Loggins, TX
Angelica Adame, TX
Kimberly Foster, TX
Minda Castaneda, TX
Ethan Gonzales, TX
Ashley Morgan, TX
Caitlin Terrazas, TX
Alyssa Fairchild, TX
Alejandra Carrillo, TX
Molly Hedgpeth, TX
Savannah Sparkman, TX
Aaron Anderson, TX
Jordan Justis, TX
Gabrielle Garza, TX
Agnes Polette, TX
Brenda Bender, TX
Stephen Imeh, TX
Lindsey Hardcastle, UT



Pamela Knowles, UT
Janna Voss, UT
Juliette Palmer, UT
Stephanie Berry, UT
Jordan Collum, UT
Amy Buckley, UT
Febee Icard, UT
Paige Crawley, UT
Jill Sharp, UT
Miranda Small, UT
Marilysa Erickson, UT
Coy Clawson, UT

Julie Barkmeier-Kraemer, UT

Julia Ellerston, UT
Holly Stankosky, UT
Joelle Rasmussen, UT
Carin Hadley, UT
Jennfer Newman, UT
Lisa Higbee, UT

Kristi Shulsen, UT
Jenni Radford, UT
Elizabeth Karlinsey, UT
Angela Jo Oman Allred, UT
Eric Dutson, UT

Linda Boyer, UT
Tamara Blackburn, UT
Eydie DeBry, UT
Maya Stevens, UT
Melanie Phifer, UT
Mandi Titcomb, UT
Emily Pittam, UT

Mary Farmer, UT
Cassen Williams, UT
Karen Straw, UT
Cloey Sorenson, UT
Sarah Rose, UT

Lori Johnson, UT
Cheryl Parker, UT
Tammy Blackburn, UT
Teresa Young, UT

Lauren Siemers, UT
Sarah Ferguson, UT
Hilary Silberman, UT
Cheryl Parker, UT
Shasta Hunt, UT
Dana Didericksen, UT
Cindy Rodgerson, UT
Lauren Hunting, UT
Mckenna Nobis, UT
Carin Hadley, UT
Hilary Silberman, UT
Jo Puntil, UT

Juliette Palmer, UT
Paula Malone, UT
Rachel Genrich, VA
Jacquelyn Ragland, VA
Michelle Dawson, VA
Andrea Pollack, VA
Janice Dean, VA
Brooke Butler, VA
Alison King, VA
Kerrie Manthey, VA
Harriette Girven, VA
Valerie St. John, VA
Sally Warren, VA
Stephanie Graham, VA
Jessica Rose, VA
Sarah Chew, VA
Leslie Jefferson, VA
Irene Gutierrez, VA
Tori Thomas, VA
Shannon Williams, VA
Cary Jacob, VA

Maria Galvis, VA
Rachel Johnson, VA
Sydney Miller, VA
Alicia Alvarez, VA
Jordyn DeMont, VT
Patricia Banas, WA
Elizabeth Kuehn, WA



Lisa Marfa, WA

Ellen Norris, WA
Megan Kendall, WA
Melanie Toney, WA
Sarah Lauridson, WA
Christy Bisconer, WA
Linda Newman-Kennedy, WA
Laurel White, WA
Natalie Hoogner, WA
Erin Lovelace, WA
Kate Pilant, WA
Jillian Ivers, WA
Heather Scheer, WA
Nichole Lessard, WA
Christopher Heistand, WA
Kelly Woodard, WA
Rachel Huth, WA
Erin Henley, WA
Alyssa Fleming, WA
Christopher Gress, WA
Claire Samuels, WA
Kathleen Clutter, WA
Kristin Warren, WA
Kristina North, WA
Margaret SLP, WA
Robin Miller, WA

Jill Conner, WA
Sydney Kovacs, WA
Kaia Feggestad, WI
Kimberly Harrison, WI
Michelle Minter, WI
Sheryl Hamilton, WI
Marie Severson, WI
Allison Petska, WI
Jennifer Knishka, WI
Beth Dolar, WI
Christina Jacobs, WI
Lauren Hatchett, WI
Sarah Simon, WI
Hannah Flanery, WI

Leah Wolf, WI
Caroline Ziegler, WI
Tiffany Rindt, WI
Tracy Todorovic, WI
Dorothy Washington, WI
Joseph Bender, WI
Cindy Sauk, WI
Shong Chang, WI
Joe Konop, WI
Jennifer Clark, WI
Jessica Hintz, WI
Amanda Davis, WI
Shannon Gehrke, WI
Tracy Toman, WV
Leah Morse, WV
Leah Tokar, WV
Stephanie Ferragine, WV
Robert Balancia, WV
Leah Horst, WY

Luis Riquelme
Russell dedJesus

Lori Fendell
Maureen Crouse



