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Please note this information is for educational purposes only and 
should not be construed or relied on as legal advice or opinion. 
Please defer to guidance from your school administrator and/or 
guidance from your state education agency (SEA).



Today’s Topics
1. Executive 

Orders/Administrative 
Actions

2. Civil Rights
3. Structure of the Department 

of Education
4. Contracts 
5. Discretionary Grants
6. Formula Funding
7. ASHA Advocacy



Part I: Executive 
Orders/Administrative Actions

We are closely monitoring the 
Administration’s executive 
orders and providing analysis 
and updates on key actions 
that could impact audiologists 
at:

• Executive Orders Impacting 
Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology

• Advocacy News & Resources

https://www.asha.org/advocacy/executive-orders-impacting-audiology-and-speech-language-pathology/
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/executive-orders-impacting-audiology-and-speech-language-pathology/
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/executive-orders-impacting-audiology-and-speech-language-pathology/
https://www.asha.org/advocacy/


Education Centered Executive 
Orders
• Improving Education Outcomes by 

Empowering Parents, States, and 
Communities – The White House

• Expanding Educational Freedom and 
Opportunity for Families – The White 
House

• Ending Radical Indoctrination in K-12 
Schooling – The White House

• Restoring Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness – The White House

• Keeping Men Out of Women's Sports –
The White House

• April 2025 EOs – Accreditation, HBCUs, 
School Discipline, and Apprenticeships

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-public-service-loan-forgiveness/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-public-service-loan-forgiveness/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/keeping-men-out-of-womens-sports/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/keeping-men-out-of-womens-sports/


Federal Policy Tensions Exist
For instance:
• Principled local control and best professional judgement 

as the drivers for decision making with students vs. 
federal micro-management of our professions? 

• The pros and cons along the spectrum of maximal 
federal micro-management to maximal individual 
decision making.  

• In IDEA, federally it’s governed by a local process (e.g., 
IEP team) informed by principles established through a 
mix of federal statutory requirements, regulations, 
caselaw, and a limited amount of guidance.  Plus, 
additional state and local requirements where 
applicable.

• Federal guidance is never exhaustive and will probably 
never be. 

• ED, DOJ, HHS, will probably never micro-manage every 
potential fact pattern as it relates to Title VI, Title IX, 
IDEA, Title I of ESEA, etc. 



Executive Order: Education Outcomes by 
Empowering Parents, States, and 
Communities

• “The Secretary of Education shall, to the maximum extent 
appropriate and permitted by law, take all necessary steps to 
facilitate the closure of the Department of Education and return 
authority over education to the States and local communities 
while ensuring the effective and uninterrupted delivery of 
services, programs, and benefits on which Americans rely.”

• “Consistent with the Department of Education’s authorities, the 
Secretary of Education shall ensure that the allocation of any 
Federal Department of Education funds is subject to rigorous 
compliance with Federal law and Administration policy, including 
the requirement that any program or activity receiving Federal 
assistance terminate illegal discrimination obscured under the 
label “diversity, equity, and inclusion” or similar terms and 
programs promoting gender ideology.”

Education Outcomes by Empowering Parents, States, and Communities 
– The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/


Department of 
Education’s 
Framing



Executive Order: Expanding Educational 
Freedom and Opportunity for Families
Promotes educational choice for parents and students 
by directing:
• The U.S. Department of Education (ED) to seek 

opportunities to use federal funds to expand K-12 
educational choice initiatives; 

• The U.S. Department of Labor and ED to recommend how 
discretionary grant programs can increase education 
freedom; 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to 
issue guidance on using block grants to support 
educational alternatives for low-income families; and 

• The U.S. Department of Defense and the Department of 
the Interior to find mechanisms for military-connected and 
Bureau of Indian Education families to use federal funds 
for educational options.

Expanding Educational Freedom and Opportunity for 
Families – The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/


Executive Order: Ending Radical 
Indoctrination in K-12 Schooling
Consistent with applicable law and within 90 days, “the Secretary of Education, the 
Secretary of Defense, and the Secretary of Health and Human Services, in consultation with 
the Attorney General, shall provide an Ending Indoctrination Strategy to the President.” 

This order generally aligns with the goals of the Defending Women from Gender Ideology 
Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal Government Executive Order. 

This order states, “‘Discriminatory equity ideology’ means an ideology that treats individuals 
as members of preferred or disfavored groups, rather than as individuals, and minimizes 
agency, merit, and capability in favor of immoral generalizations...” 

Additionally, within 120 days it establishes a 1776 Commission in the Department of 
Education to support “patriotic education,” among other concepts.

Ending Radical Indoctrination in K-12 Schooling – The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling/


Executive Order: Restoring Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness
• Seeks to place new requirements on the 

Public Service Loan Forgiveness program 
to limit benefits only to public service 
organizations that “…engage in activities 
that have a substantial illegal purpose…” 

• Some examples provided include public 
service organizations that support violations 
of immigrations laws; “the chemical and 
surgical castration or mutilation of children 
or the trafficking of children to so-called 
transgender sanctuary States for purposes 
of emancipation from their lawful parents”; 
“illegal discrimination”; and disorderly 
conduct such as obstruction of highways. 

Restoring Public Service Loan Forgiveness – 
The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-public-service-loan-forgiveness/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-public-service-loan-forgiveness/


Executive Order: Keeping Men Out of 
Women's Sports
• This executive order, consistent with applicable law, requires the Executive Branch to 

“take all appropriate action to affirmatively protect all-female athletic opportunities and all-
female locker rooms and thereby provide the equal opportunity guaranteed by Title IX of 
the Education Amendments Act of 1972.”  

• This includes the review of enforcement actions such as rescinding funding.  Within 60 
days, this order calls for a convening of various groups to ensure appropriate enforcement 
as it pertains to external stakeholders including by not limited to representatives of major 
athletic organizations and governing bodies, State Attorneys General, and the 
International Olympic Committee. 

• The U.S. Department of Education currently has primary enforcement responsibility of 
Title IX. Additional federal agencies such as Justice, Homeland Security, State are 
specifically called out to support elements of this order.  

• Sex is defined consistent with Executive Order 14168 “Defending Women from Gender 
Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal Government.” 

• ““Sex” shall refer to an individual’s immutable biological classification as either male or 
female.  “Sex” is not a synonym for and does not include the concept of “gender identity.”” 
““Female” means a person belonging, at conception, to the sex that produces the large 
reproductive cell.”” and ““Male” means a person belonging, at conception, to the sex that 
produces the small reproductive cell.”

Keeping Men Out of Women's Sports – The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/keeping-men-out-of-womens-sports/


April 2025 
Executive Orders

Reforming Accreditation to Strengthen 
Higher Education – The White House

White House Initiative to Promote 
Excellence and Innovation at 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities – The White House

Reinstating Common Sense School 
Discipline Policies – The White House

Preparing Americans for High-Paying 
Skilled Trade Jobs of the Future – The 
White House

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Freforming-accreditation-to-strengthen-higher-education%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791674923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0bRsP9xpIDnb6l%2BRtpQaVur3988u9Sqtp6DS%2Fc2pu4w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Freforming-accreditation-to-strengthen-higher-education%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791674923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0bRsP9xpIDnb6l%2BRtpQaVur3988u9Sqtp6DS%2Fc2pu4w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fwhite-house-initiative-to-promote-excellence-and-innovation-at-historically-black-colleges-and-universities%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791705880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RZhiLjZpeAGFHFIuIBe82Hfg5A4WgZt121llXq3Qg1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fwhite-house-initiative-to-promote-excellence-and-innovation-at-historically-black-colleges-and-universities%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791705880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RZhiLjZpeAGFHFIuIBe82Hfg5A4WgZt121llXq3Qg1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fwhite-house-initiative-to-promote-excellence-and-innovation-at-historically-black-colleges-and-universities%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791705880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RZhiLjZpeAGFHFIuIBe82Hfg5A4WgZt121llXq3Qg1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fwhite-house-initiative-to-promote-excellence-and-innovation-at-historically-black-colleges-and-universities%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791705880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RZhiLjZpeAGFHFIuIBe82Hfg5A4WgZt121llXq3Qg1s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Freinstating-common-sense-school-discipline-policies%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791746705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XuE0a5GcVtvC%2F2urt9EDQfyXU0lZah9pGYtItJXc6RE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Freinstating-common-sense-school-discipline-policies%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791746705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XuE0a5GcVtvC%2F2urt9EDQfyXU0lZah9pGYtItJXc6RE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fpreparing-americans-for-high-paying-skilled-trade-jobs-of-the-future%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791730609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KT7sUw2QRxxh1N5HJK3g0%2B%2FH8LPU9p0xtfBfiJHcxOw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fpreparing-americans-for-high-paying-skilled-trade-jobs-of-the-future%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791730609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KT7sUw2QRxxh1N5HJK3g0%2B%2FH8LPU9p0xtfBfiJHcxOw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fpreparing-americans-for-high-paying-skilled-trade-jobs-of-the-future%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C98a638c5854a4f7c759c08dd833bfa04%7C0a0685afce284b2d9daf12622c77878c%7C0%7C0%7C638811015791730609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KT7sUw2QRxxh1N5HJK3g0%2B%2FH8LPU9p0xtfBfiJHcxOw%3D&reserved=0


Part II: Civil Rights 

Examples of federal laws the Office 
for Civil Rights helps to enforce 
include:

• Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act

• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
• Title IX of the Education Amendments 

of 1972
• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act



Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964
• “Prohibits discrimination on 

the basis of race, color, and 
national origin in programs 
and activities receiving 
federal financial assistance.”



Recent Title VI Enforcement 
Interpretations
• Ending Illegal DEI and DEIA 

Discrimination and Preferences 
(Department of Justice, February 5, 
2025)

• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act in Light of
Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard 
(PDF) (U.S. Department of Education, 
Dear Colleague Letter, February 14, 
2025) 

• Frequently Asked Questions About 
Racial Preferences and Stereotypes 
Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
(FAQ) (U.S. Department of Education, 
Frequently Asked Questions About 
Racial Preferences  and Stereotypes 
Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, 
February 28, 2025)

https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1388501/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1388501/dl?inline
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/frequently-asked-questions-about-racial-preferences-and-stereotypes-under-title-vi-of-civil-rights-act-109530.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/frequently-asked-questions-about-racial-preferences-and-stereotypes-under-title-vi-of-civil-rights-act-109530.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/frequently-asked-questions-about-racial-preferences-and-stereotypes-under-title-vi-of-civil-rights-act-109530.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/frequently-asked-questions-about-racial-preferences-and-stereotypes-under-title-vi-of-civil-rights-act-109530.pdf


• DOJ, HHS, ED, and GSA Announce Initial 
Cancelation of Grants and Contracts to 
Columbia University Worth $400 Million 
(U.S. Department of Education, Press 
Release, March 7, 2025)

• U.S. Department of Education’s Office for 
Civil Rights Sends Letters to 60 
Universities Under Investigation for 
Antisemitic Discrimination and 
Harassment (U.S. Department of 
Education, Press Release, March 10, 
2025).  

• Letters warn of potential enforcement 
actions if institutions do not fulfill their 
obligations under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act to protect Jewish students on 
campus.

Examples of Enforcement 
Actions

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/doj-hhs-ed-and-gsa-announce-initial-cancelation-of-grants-and-contracts-columbia-university-worth-400-million
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/doj-hhs-ed-and-gsa-announce-initial-cancelation-of-grants-and-contracts-columbia-university-worth-400-million
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/doj-hhs-ed-and-gsa-announce-initial-cancelation-of-grants-and-contracts-columbia-university-worth-400-million
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-sends-letters-60-universities-under-investigation-antisemitic-discrimination-and-harassment


Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972
• “Prohibits discrimination 

based on sex in education 
programs and activities that 
receive federal financial 
assistance.” 



Examples of Title IX Enforcement 
Actions
• U.S. Department of Education Announces Improvements to the 

FAFSA® Form (U.S. Department of Education, Press Release, 
February 4, 2025)

• “Consistent with Executive Order 14168, the Department is modifying 
the current question about “gender” on the 2025-26 form to collect data 
about applicants’ sex.” 

•  U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights 
Concludes that the Maine Department of Education Is Violating 
Title IX (U.S. Department of Education, Press Release, March 
19, 2025)

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-improvements-fafsar-form
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-improvements-fafsar-form
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-concludes-maine-department-of-education-violating-title-ix
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-concludes-maine-department-of-education-violating-title-ix
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-educations-office-civil-rights-concludes-maine-department-of-education-violating-title-ix


Part III: Structure of the U.S. 
Department of Education
• Shifting certain programs and 

responsibilities to other 
federal agencies

• Winding down programs 
• Develop a plan to eliminate 

the U.S. Department of 
Education





Federal Reduction in Force 
Notice 
U.S. Department of Education Initiates Reduction in Force | U.S. 
Department of Education (U.S. Department of Education, Press Release, 
March 11, 2025)

State Chief Letter.pdf (U.S. Department of Education, Dear Colleague 
Letter, March 14, 2025)

Higher Education Stakeholder Letter (U.S. Department of Education, 
Dear Colleague Letter, March 14, 2025)

Claims actions will not impact core Department functions (e.g., Title I, 
IDEA, Pell Grants, Student Loans).  

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-initiates-reduction-force
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-initiates-reduction-force
https://education.vermont.gov/doc/sites/aoe/files/documents/State%20Chief%20Letter.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/ActingUnderSecretaryJamesBergeronLettertoEducationStakeholdersMarch142025.pdf


Federal Student Aid

• U.S. Department of Education 
Announces More Than 8 Million 
FAFSA® Forms Complete and 
Additional Form Improvements 
(U.S. Department of Education, 
Press Release, March 14, 2025)

• The Administration claims that, 
“more than 8 million 2025–26 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA®) forms 
have been successfully 
submitted and processed, 
nearly a 50% increase on the 
number of applications 
submitted at this time last year.”

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-more-8-million-fafsar-forms-complete-and-additional-form-improvements
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-more-8-million-fafsar-forms-complete-and-additional-form-improvements
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-more-8-million-fafsar-forms-complete-and-additional-form-improvements
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-more-8-million-fafsar-forms-complete-and-additional-form-improvements


Choosing a Different Path 
• Some Presidential Administrations 

(e.g., Reagan) have proposed 
reorganizations along the lines of 
what the current Administration has 
discussed and is implementing. 

• What is different this time is this 
Administration appears to be using 
their current authority to the 
maximum extent practicable to 
restructure the Department in a 
ways that have not been seriously 
considered in several decades. 

• Given the historic scope and 
pending legal challenges, all of the 
implications for our members 
cannot be determined at this time. 



Part IV: Contracts
• Institute of Education Sciences (IES): 

“…IES contracts worth nearly $900 
million were canceled…”

• Regional Educational Laboratories 
and Equity Assistance Centers: $350 
Million Contracts and grants 
terminated.

• Higher Education & Contract 
Enforcement: “Kenneth Marcus, who 
led the Education Department’s 
Office for Civil Rights during Trump’s 
first term, said the administration 
appears to be using its wide latitude 
over federal contracts to pressure 
Columbia, rather than limiting itself to 
the “cumbersome, bureaucratic, and 
relatively weak” Title VI process.”



Part V: Discretionary Grants
• Discretionary Grants vs. 

Formula Grants
• U.S. Department of Education 

Cuts Over $600 Million in 
Divisive Teacher Training Grants 
| U.S. Department of Education

• U.S. Department of Education 
Cancels Divisive and Wasteful 
Grants under the 
Comprehensive Centers 
Program | U.S. Department of 
Education: $226 million cut.

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cuts-over-600-million-divisive-teacher-training-grants
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cuts-over-600-million-divisive-teacher-training-grants
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cuts-over-600-million-divisive-teacher-training-grants
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cuts-over-600-million-divisive-teacher-training-grants
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cancels-divisive-and-wasteful-grants-under-comprehensive-centers-program
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cancels-divisive-and-wasteful-grants-under-comprehensive-centers-program
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cancels-divisive-and-wasteful-grants-under-comprehensive-centers-program
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cancels-divisive-and-wasteful-grants-under-comprehensive-centers-program
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cancels-divisive-and-wasteful-grants-under-comprehensive-centers-program
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-cancels-divisive-and-wasteful-grants-under-comprehensive-centers-program


Part VI: Formula Grants to States 
• What are formula grants?
• Examples include:

• Title I of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act; and 

• IDEA Part B Grants to States
• How are formula grants 

different from contracts and 
discretionary grants?



IDEA Part B Grants to States 

These funds are allocated to state educational 
agencies (SEAs), which distribute them to local 
educational agencies (LEAs). 

States receive funds based on a formula that 
considers factors such as:

• A base amount set in Federal Fiscal Year 1999;

• The state’s total school enrollment;

• Number of children living in poverty. 



Part VII: Advocacy

Congressional Action & 
Engagement

Member Engagement Opportunities
 Take Actions on ASHA’s
 Advocacy webpage
 News Item & Updates



Congressional Action
Congressional Action 
• Senate Education Chair has pledged to 

introduce legislation to eliminate ED (other 
have already introduced bills). 

• House Education Committee is focusing on 
hearings relating to school choice and 
higher education.

• Legislation related to gender, DEI, and 
religious issues (e.g.: the Parent's Bill of 
Rights) is likely to advance. 

Federal Education Spending
• Reconciliation Process for FY25
• President’s proposed budget for FY26



Federal Spending 
and Budget for 
FY25 & FY26
• Current FY25 spending provides 

additional flexibility for ED in the 
current budget

• Congress is considering 
“reconciliation” legislation that 
provides fast-track authority for 
spending cuts for FY25

• Focused on higher education 
spending and loan repayment

• Tax credits for donations to 
“scholarship granting organizations”

• Medicaid cuts

• President’s proposed budget for 
FY26 includes a 15% cut to ED

Federal FY25 Spending
• Reconciliation process may be used to 

enact cuts made by DOGE.
• Final spending provides additional 

flexibility for ED.

Federal FY26 Spending
• IDEA – Level funded. Consolidated 

into a block grant to states.
• K-12 funding – 65% cut. Consolidates 

Title I and other funding streams into a 
new block grant to states.



ASHA Advocacy 
Take Action 

• Preserving the Role of the U.S. 
Department of Education

• Protecting Medicaid (including 
school-based Medicaid)

• College Affordability
• Full Funding of IDEA



ASHA Policy Updates



KEY 
TAKEAWAYS

Many of the Administration's proposed 
changes require Congressional approval 
or are experiencing judicial review. 

ASHA Advocacy is engaging with 
Congress and providing members 
opportunities to engage Congress and 
share their stories.

ASHA will continue to advocate for all 
necessary resources to support our 
school-based members and the students 
and families they serve. 

https://ashaa.quorum.us/campaign/deptofed/


Please note this information is for educational purposes only and 
should not be construed or relied on as legal advice or opinion. 
Please defer to guidance from your school administrator and/or 
guidance from your state education agency (SEA).



Questions?



Thank You!
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