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We’re also on Facebook:  

search the term   
National Joint Committee 
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McLean-Yoder  

Exemplary Practice Award 

•�New!  The NJC MYEP!  What is it?�
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Published related articles in RPSD 

and Exceptional Parent 
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Funding issues in 

service delivery  

Accessing services: 

Assessment and Eligibility sment and Eliggibbiilliittyyyyyyyyy  g

service

Intervention practices 

•� AAC 

•� Literacy •� Maintenance 

services 

•� Development 

•� Assessment of severe ID 

•� Lack of services/resources 

•� Eligibility (age, cognition) 

•� Length of service/termination 

•� Teaming 

•� Need/qualification 

•� Communication services 

•� Behavior management 

•� Special populations 

•� Cultural issues 

•� Peers in intervention 

•� Intervention strategies 

•� Types of services available 

•� Treatment types 

•� Medicare/Medicaid 



•� Types of services available 

•� What types of related services are appropriate for secondary students already in a specific learning 

disabilities class? 

•� What is the difference between direct and indirect services? 
ee 

• W Whhatt ttypes fof r lel tat ded ser ivices are approp iri tate ffor seco dndary tst dudentts allreaddy i in a specififiic l learniing 

disabilities class? 

• What is the difference between direct and indirect services?

•� Assessment of severe ID 

•� What tools could be recommended for assessing a student with mental retardation or autism 

spectrum disorder who is low verbal? 
DD 

• W Whhatt tto lols co luldd bbe recomme dnd ded f for asses ising a sttudde tnt witithh me tnt lal r tetarddatition or autitism 

spectrum disorder who is low verbal? 

•� Lack of services/resources 

•� How do you provide services if your district does not have enough personnel with appropriate training 

or experience to serve students with severe disabilities? 

•� What if my child is not learning because the SLP does not have the skills to teach my child?  

• How do you provide services if your district does not have enough personnel with appropriate training

or experience to serve students with severe disabilities?

•sss  What if my child is not learning because the SLP does not have the skills to teach my child?  

•� Age and eligibility 

•�Is it too late to do communication training after age 22? 

•� Is it necessary or appropriate to begin communication services for a child younger than 2 years old?  es for a child younger than 2 years old? 

•� Cognition and eligibility 

•� How does my child’s cognitive age relate to his/her learning to communicate? 

•� Does my child have to have certain cognitive or thinking skills to be ready to learn to communicate? 

•� Arent there cognitive prerequisites for language? 

•� How do IQ tests take into account speech delays? 

• H How d does my chihildld’’s cog inititive age r lel tate tto h hiis/h/her l learniing tto commu inicatte?? 

• Does my child have to have certain cognitive or thinking skills to be ready to learn to communicate? 

• Arent there cognitive prerequisites for language? 

• How do IQ tests take into account speech delays? 

?

•� Length of service/termination 

•� How long should a SLP continue providing communication services and supports to an individual with 

severe disabilities when s/he is not able to document progress on treatment goals? 

•� When should a person be discharged from SLP treatment? 

•� Should I terminate services if the individual has made no progress in the past? 

• H How l long hshouldld a S SLPLP contitinue provididiing communiic tatiion serviices a dnd suppo trts tto an iindidi ividdu lal witithh 

severe disabilities when s/he is not able to document progress on treatment goals? 

• When should a person be discharged from SLP treatment? 

• Should I terminate services if the individual has made no progress in the past?

tre

•� Teaming 
•� Who are members of an interdisciplinary team? What is their role? What does an SLP do? 

•� How can I help providers understand my child and encourage communication, as s/he transitions to 

new classes at the beginning of the school year? 

•� Some professionals from other disciplines are making recommendations about AAC and SGDs. Is 

this ok? 

•• WWW Whhhoho a arere m memembbbebersrs o offff anan iii i ttntntererdidididiscsciiipiplilililinanaryry ttt teaea ??m?m? WWW Whhhahatttt iiisis ttt thhheheiiirir r r llolol ??e?e? WWW Whhhahatttt dddodoeses a ann SLSLSLSLPPPP dddodo???? 

• How can I help providers understand my child and encourage communication, as s/he transitions to 

l t th b i i f th h l ?

ththththisisisis ooo ok?k?k?k? 

nenenenenenenenenenenewwwwwwwwwww clclclclclclclclclclclasasasasasasasasasasassesesesesesesesesesesesssssssssss atatatatatatatatatatat tttttttttt thehehehehehehehehehehe bbbbbbbbbb begegegegegegegegegegeginininininininininininnininininininininininingngngngngngngngngngng oooooooooo offfffffffff thththththththththththeeeeeeeeeee scscscscscscscscscscschohohohohohohohohohohoololololololololololol yyyyy yy y y y yeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaear?r?r?r?r?r?r?r?r?r?r?

• Some professionals from other disciplines are making recommendations about AAC and SGDs. Is

ththisis ook?k?

mak

y g

•IIs i itt ttoo llatte t to ddo commu inicatition t traiiniing faftter age 2222?? 

•••• I IIIIIIIIIsssssssss iititititititititit nnnnnnnn necececececececececesesesesesesesesessasasasasasasasasaryryryryryryryryryyy oooooooo orrrrrrrrr apapapapapapapapapppprprprprprprprprprpp opopopopopopopopoppp iriririririririririatatatatatatatatateeeeeeeee tototototototototo b bbbbbbbbbegegegegegegegegegggiininininininininin cccccccc comomomomomomomomommumumumumumumumumu inininininininininicacaccacacacacaca itititititititititiononononononononon ssssssss serererererererererviviviviviviviviviviccccccccecececcacacacacacatttttttt

ati
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Funding issues in 

service delivery  

Accessing services: 

Assessment and Eligibility sment and Eliggibbiilliittyyyyyyyyy  g

service

Intervention practices 

•� AAC 

•� Literacy •� Maintenance 

services 

•� Development 

•� Assessment of severe ID 

•� Lack of services/resources 

•� Eligibility (age, cognition) 

•� Length of service/termination 

•� Teaming 

•� Need/qualification 

•� Communication services 

•� Behavior management 

•� Special populations 

•� Cultural issues 

•� Peers in intervention 

•� Intervention strategies 

•� Types of services available 

•� Treatment types 

•� Medicare/Medicaid 



•� Behavior Management 

•� When I believe that an individual is using problem behavior to communicate, should I ignore it 

or respond to it as communication? 

•� What is ABA and how is it applicable to communication training? 

ntttt 

• W Whhen II bbelilieve thth tat an iindidi ividdu lal i is usiing pr bobllem bbehha ivior t to communiic tate, shho luldd II iignore i itt 

or respond to it as communication? 

• What is ABA and how is it applicable to communication training?

•� Special Populations 

•� I have a couple of students with autism on my caseload. What program should I use? 

•� What communication services are available for children who are deaf-blind? 

•� Is it appropriate to work on communication skills if the child has a degenerative condition? 

•�What approach is best for enhancing communication skills for my child’s syndrome or specific 

disability? 

•�What are the recommended assessment and intervention strategies for individuals with Down 

syndrome? 

nss 

• I I h have a couplle off tst dudentts witithh autitism on my cas leloadd. W Whhatt program hshouldld I I use?? 

• What communication services are available for children who are deaf-blind?

• Is it appropriate to work on communication skills if the child has a degenerative condition? 

•What approach is best for enhancing communication skills for my child’s syndrome or specific 

disability?

•What are the recommended assessment and intervention strategies for individuals with Down 

syndrome?

•� Peers in intervention 

•� Do children with severe disabilities really benefit from being around typical peers? 

•� How are typically developing children affected by interactions with children who have severe 

disabilities?  
ooonnn 

• Do children with severe disabilities really benefit from being around typical peers?

• How are typically developing children affected by interactions with children who have severe

disabilities?  

d b

•�Intervention strategies 

•� Are yes/no questions a good way to start teaching someone to communicate? 

•� What should we do if an individual does not communicate with signs or pictures? 

•�What if the child shows no interest in communication? 

•� What should we do if a child demonstrates communication skills at home, but doesn’t use 

those skills at school? 

•� Why would an SLP work with a child who doesn’t talk? 

•� If we are supposed to provide “communication services and supports”, what is that supposed 

to include beyond teaching and therapy? 

•� What is evidence based practice and how do I determine if an intervention is evidence based?  

eesssss 

• A Are yes//no questitions a go dod way t to tstartt tteachihing someone t to communiic tat ?e?

• What should we do if an individual does not communicate with signs or pictures?

lls at home, but doesn’t use

those skills at school?

upports”, what is that supposed

to include beyond teaching and therapy? 

• What is evidence based practice and how do I determine if an intervention is evidence based?•� Treatment types 

•�What is the difference between individual and group treatment? 

•� Does oral motor treatment help with speech and communication development? 

• What is evidence based practice and how do I determine if an intervention is evidence based?  esss 

•WhWh tat i is ththe didifffference b b tetween i i dndiivididuall andd group ttreattment?t? 

• Does oral motor treatment help with speech and communication development?

W Whahatt shshououldld w wee dodo i iff anan i indndivivididuauall dodoeses n notot c comommumuninicacatete w with

•What if the child shows no interest in communication?

••••••• WWWWW WWWWW Whhahahahahahahahahahatttttt ttttt hshshshshshshshshshshououououououououououldldldldldldldldldldld wwww wwwww weeeee eeeee ddodododododododododo iiiii iiiii iffffff fffff aaaaa aaaaa hchchchchchchchchchchililililililililililildddddd ddddd ddedededededededededemomomomomomomomomomonsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtr tatatatatatatatatatateseseseseseseseseses cccc ccccc comomomomomomomomomommumumumumumumumumumu ininininininininininicacacacacacacacacacatititititititititititionononononononononon s s s s sssss skkkkkkkkkkik

int

ththososee skskilillsls a att scschohoolol?? 

• Why would an SLP work with a child who doesn’t talk? 

••••••• IIIII IIIIIffffff ffff wewewewewewewewewe aaa aaaaaarerererererererere sss ssssssupupupupupupupupupppopopopopopopopopop sesesesesesesesesedddddd dddd ttototototototototo p p p ppppppprororororororororo ivivivivivivivivividdedededededededede “““ cococococococococommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmunununununununununiicicicicicicicicic tatatatatatatatatatiioioioioioioioioionnnn nnnnn seseseseseseseseservrvrvrvrvrvrvrvrviiciciciciciciciciceseseseseseseseses aaa aaaaaa dndndndndndnddndndnd sssss ssssu

with
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Funding issues in 

service delivery  

Accessing services: 

Assessment and Eligibility sment and Eliggibbiilliittyyyyyyyyy  g

service

Intervention practices 

•� AAC 

•� Literacy •� Maintenance 

services 

•� Development 

•� Assessment of severe ID 

•� Lack of services/resources 

•� Eligibility (age, cognition) 

•� Length of service/termination 

•� Teaming 

•� Need/qualification 

•� Communication services 

•� Behavior management 

•� Special populations 

•� Cultural issues 

•� Peers in intervention 

•� Intervention strategies 

•� Types of services available 

•� Treatment types 

•� Medicare/Medicaid 



•� Need/qualification 

•� Are communication services typically considered medically or educationally necessary? 

•� How can communication services, including AAC services, be documented as educationally 

necessary? 

•� The school district AT team says that a student we serve does not qualify for AAC because she 

has some speech. The student is about 50% unintelligible to familiar partners in known context 

conditions. 

• A Are commu inica ition ser ivices ty ipicalllly considider ded m dediic lallly or deducatiionalllly necessar ?y? 

•
nn 

 The school district AT team says that a student we serve does not qualify for AAC because she 

has some speech. The student is about 50% unintelligible to familiar partners in known context

conditions. 

•� Communication services 

•� Does a school’s obligation to provide AT devices/services mean that the district always pays for 

them? 

•� If my child needs communication services, including AAC, who pays for it? 

•� Are communication services, including AAC, covered for children age birth to three years? 

•�Are communication services, including AAC, covered by adult services programs? 

•� Does private insurance provide reimbursement for communication services, including AAC 

devices and services? 

• Does a school’s obligation to provide AT devices/services mean that the district always pays for 

them?

?

AAC 

eeessss 

devices and services?

•� Medicare/Medicaid dddd •� Do Medicare/Medicaid programs provide reimbursement for AAC services? 

•� Are services free for children birth to three years? 

•� Can a healthcare provider be reimbursed for indirect services? Do Medicare, Medicaid, or 

private insurance pay for indirect services? 

•� Maintenance services esssss •� Are “maintenance services eligible for coverage under insurance, special education, or other 

payment/reimbursement systems? 

yp y y y y

• How can communication services, including AAC services, be documented as educationallyyyyyy 

necessary? 

• TThhe s hchooll didi tst iri tct AATT tteam says thth tat a sttudde tnt we serve ddoes n tot qualilifffy fffor AA CACAC bbecause sh

g A

ththemem?? 

• If my child needs communication services, including AAC, who pays for it? 

•••••• AAAAAAAAAArererererererere ccccccccomomomomomomomommumumumumumumumu iininininininininicacacacacacacacatitititititititititionononononononon sssssssserererererererer iivivivivivivivivicecececececececessssssss iiiiiiiiiincncncncncncncnclllulululululululudidididididididididingngngngngngngng AAAAAAAAAAACACACACACACACACACAC cccccccc vevevevevevevevererererererereredddddddddd fffofofofofofofoforrrrrrrr hhchchchchchchchchilililililililililildddrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrenenenenenenenen aaaaaaaagegegegegegegege bbbbbbbbbbiiiriririririririrthththththththththth ttttttttttoooooooo ththththththththththrererererererereeeeeeeee yeyeyeyeyeyeyeyearararararararararssssssss?s?s?scocococococococovvvvvvvv

s, 

• Do Medicare/Medicaid programs provide reimbursement for AAC services? 

••••••• AAAAAAAAA Arererererererererere sssssssss serererererererererervivivivivivivivivivicecececececececececessssssssss ffrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ffffffffff forororororororororor ccccccccc chihihihihihihihihihildldldldldldldldldldrerererererererererennnnnnnnnn bibibibibibibibibibirtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrthhhhhhhhhh totototototototototo ttttttttt thrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhrhreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee yyyyyyyyy yeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaearsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrs??????????? rsrs??

e r

•Are communication services, including AAC, covered by adult services programs? 

•••••• DDDD DDDDDoeoeoeoeoeoeoes s s ssss prprprprprprprpriiiviviviviviviv ttatatatatatatate e e eeee iiinininininininsususususususurararararararancncncncncncnce e e eeee prprprprprprprprovovovovovovovididididididididide e e eeee rerererererereiiimimimimimimimbbbububububububursrsrsrsrsrsrsemememememememenenenenenenenttttt tttt fffofofofofofoforrr rrrr cococococococommmmmmmmmmmmmmunununununununiiicicicicicicic ttatatatatatatatiiioioioioioioionnn nnnn seseseseseseservrvrvrvrvrvrviiiciciciciciciceseseseseseses,,, ,,, iiininininininin llclclclclclclcl ddudududududududdinininininininininingggggggg g

• AAAA Arerererere cccc comomomomommumumumumunininininicacacacacatititititiononononon ssss sererererervivivivivicececececesss,s,s,,, iiii incncncncnclululululudididididingngngngnggg AAAA AACACACACAC,,, ,, ccccc vevevevevererererereddddd fofofofoforrrrr chchchchchililililildrdrdrdrdrenenenenen aaaa agegegegegegg bbbb biririririrththththth tttt tooooo thththththrerererereeeeee yeyeyeyeyeyeyyycococococovvvvv

AA
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Funding issues in 

service delivery  

Accessing services: 

Assessment and Eligibility sment and Eliggibbiilliittyyyyyyyyy  g

service

Intervention practices 

•� AAC 

•� Literacy •� Maintenance 

services 

•� Development 

•� Assessment of severe ID 

•� Lack of services/resources 

•� Eligibility (age, cognition) 

•� Length of service/termination 

•� Teaming 

•� Need/qualification 

•� Communication services 

•� Behavior management 

•� Special populations 

•� Cultural issues 

•� Peers in intervention 

•� Intervention strategies 

•� Types of services available 

•� Treatment types 

•� Medicare/Medicaid 



•� Literacy 

•� Can children with severe disabilities learn to read or write? 

•� What are the signs of “emergent literacy” in a child with severe disabilities? 

•� If a student is nonspeaking, and so cant read out loud, how can I assess his or her reading 

skills? 

•� What strategies can I use to teach reading and writing to an individual with severe disabilities? 

•�When should I start reading to my child? 

• C Can chihildldren iwithth severe didisabibililitities l learn t to re dad or writit ?e? 

• What are the signs of “emergent literacy” in a child with severe disabilities?

• If a student is nonspeaking, and so cant read out loud, how can I assess his or her reading 

skills?

• What strategies can I use to teach reading and writing to an individual with severe disabilities?

•� Development 
•� Can all children learn how to communicate? 

•� What are functional communication skills? 

• C Can allll chihildldren llearn hhow tto commu inicatte?? 

• What are functional communication skills? 

•� What role does culture play in serving children and families with severe communication 

disabilities? 

• WW Whhahattt rorollele dd doeoess cucultltltururee lplplayay ii inn seservrviiningg hchchilililddrdrenen a a dndnd ff famamilililiieiess iwiwiththth s sevevereree cocommmmununiicic tatatiioionn 

didisasabibililititieses??

n a

•� Cultural issues 

•� Basics of AAC 

•� What is AAC? 

•� Are there prerequisites to use AAC? 

•� What is meant by aided vs unaided forms of communication? 

•� Who uses AAC and how do I know AAC is right for my child? 

•� Can sign language help improve my child’s communication? 

•� Who would I contact to learn more about AAC? 

•� Does the child have to understand the symbols on the device before I put them there? 

•� How do you decide what kind of symbols or AAC device to use? 

•� How do I decide whether a high technology or low technology communication device is better? 

•� What considerations are there when determining the best mode of communication to target? 

For example, are pictures always better than signs? 

•�How should I approach parents about AAC when they are only interested in having their child 

learn to speak? Many parents seem concerned that AAC will interfere with speech. es es s 

ACCCCC

 What is meant by aided vs unaided forms of communication? 

• Who uses AAC and how do I know AAC is right for my child?

• Can sign language help improve my child’s communication?

• Who would I contact to learn more about AAC? 

• Does the child have to understand the symbols on the device before I put them there?

• How do you decide what kind of symbols or AAC device to use?

• How do I decide whether a high technology or low technology communication device is better? 

• What considerations are there when determining the best mode of communication to target? 

For example, are pictures always better than signs?

•How should I approach parents about AAC when they are only interested in having their child 

l t k? M t d th t AAC ill i t f ith hlearn to speak? Many parents seem concerned that AAC will interfere with speech. 

•• WWWWW Whahahahahahatttttt ststststststrarararararatetetetetetegigigigigigigggg eseseseseses ccccc canananananan IIIII I uuuuu usesesesesese ttttt toooooo teteteteteteacacacacacachhhhhh rererererereadadadadadadinininininingggggg gggg anananananandddddd wrwrwrwrwrwrititititititinininininingggggg gggg totototototo aaaa a an n nn i

•When should I start reading to my child? 

WWhhatt iis AA CACAC???

g t

•••• WWWWW Whahahahahahatttttt isisisisisis AAAAA AACACACACACACC?????? WWhahatt isis AAACAC??

• Are there prerequisites to use AAC? 

••••••• WWWWWWWWW Whahahahahhahahahahatttttttttt isisisisiisisisisis mmmmmmmmm meaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeantntntnttntntntntnt bbbbbbbbb byyyyyyyyyy y aiaiaiaiiaiaiaiaiaidededededdedededededddddddddd vsvsvsvsvsvsvsvsvsvs uuuuuuuuu unanananananananananaididididididididididededededdededededed fffffffff forororororororororormsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsms ooooooooo offffffffff cocococococococococommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmununununununununununiciciciciicicicicicatatatattatatatatatioioioioioioioioioioonnnnnnnn?n?n?n

• What is AAC?

us
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But, there are many issues and factors to consider: 
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Also… 
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Admission/Discharge Criteria in Speech-Language Pathology 

Ad Hoc Committee on Admission/Discharge Criteria in Speech-Language 
Pathology  (ASHA, 2004) 

About this Document 

This guideline document is an official statement of the American Speech-Language-

Hearing Association (ASHA). The ASHA Scope of Practice states that the practice of 
speech-language pathology includes making admission and discharge decisions. The 

ASHA Preferred Practice Patterns are statements that define universally applicable 
characteristics of speech-language pathology practice. The guidelines within this 

document fulfill the need for more specific procedures and protocols for serving 

individuals with speech, language, communication, or feeding and swallowing disorders 
across all settings. It is required that individuals who practice independently in this area 

hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathology and abide 
by the ASHA Code of Ethics, including Principle of Ethics II Rule B, which states: 

“Individuals shall engage in only those aspects of the professions that are within the 

scope of their competence, considering their level of education, training, and 
experience.” 

Admission and discharge criteria originally were prepared by the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Admission/Discharge Criteria in Speech-Language Pathology . . . .In 2002, with input 

from the National Joint Committee for the Communication Needs of Persons With 

Severe Disabilities (NJC) and Tables 



Discharge Flow Chart 

 Figure 1  

 Admission/Discharge Criteria 
in Speech Language 

Pathology, ASHA 2004   

http://www.asha.org/docs/html/GL2004-00046.html 



www.asha.org/njc 

•�Submit your FAQ’s 

•�Nominate a clinical practice for the award 

•� Conference: June 2011 

•� Facebook (National Joint Committee) 

•� Leave your contact information with us if you want to be added 
to a virtual mailing list (other than or in addition to facebook) 
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