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Facts on Korean Phonology

e Korean obstruents (stops, fricatives, affricates) are all voiceless phrase-initially and word-initially in
words produced in isolation. Word-medially, /p, t, k/ become voiced.

e There are no consonant clusters in word-initial or word-final positions.

e Only seven consonants, /p, t, k, m, n, 1, 1/, can occur in syllable-final position, and stops are produced as

lenis stops (i.e., /p, t, k/), and Korean fricatives and affricates are neutralized to a lenis stop /t/.

e The liquid /l/ is realized as a lateral in syllable-final position but as a tap or flap in syllable-initial

position (e.g. [u-ri], English ‘we’).

e Phonemes in English that are not found in Korean include the following: /f/, /v/, 16/, 18/, I/, I(1, I3/, 4],
&/, 1/, and /wi.




