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Treatment Efficacy Summary

Hearing Loss in Children
The early detection of infants and
children with hearing loss is an
important public health objective in
the United States.i Hearing loss is
one of the most common major
abnormalities present at birth affect-
ing approximately 4 infants per
1,000 births. If undetected, hearing
loss will negatively impact cognitive
development, communication com-
petency, optimal child development,
literacy, and subsequently academic
achievement. Additionally, the
prevalence of hearing loss in school
age children is between 11% and
15%.ii, iii

Hearing loss can be congenital
(present at birth) or acquired. As
such, universal detection requires
screening in hospital nurseries,
birthing centers, medical and audi-
ology facilities, early childhood edu-
cation/intervention programs, and
schools. Additionally, there should
be ongoing surveillance of children
at risk for hearing loss. Infants and
children who do not pass their ini-
tial hearing screen and any re-
screening should begin appropriate
audiological evaluations to confirm
the presence of hearing loss.
Regardless of prior hearing screen-
ing outcomes, infants and children
who demonstrate risk indicators for
delayed onset or progressive hearing
loss should receive ongoing audio-
logic monitoring. Moreover, those
children who may not be acquiring
developmental communication, 
cognitive, social-emotional, and/or

academic milestones also need
immediate evaluation.

For infants, early detection of hear-
ing loss and enrollment in interven-
tion services within the child's first
year of life is an evolving standard of
care that reduces the consequences
of hearing loss. Evidence demon-
strates that early intervention pro-
grams are effective in reducing the
extent of delay a child experiences
and in easing familial stress reac-
tions. Moreover, as a result of early
intervention by audiologists and
speech-language pathologists, many
children have demonstrated the abil-
ity to overcome the effects of hear-
ing loss on language and literacy
development and compete success-
fully in school with their hearing
peers.iv

As experts in identification, evalua-
tion, and auditory habilitation/
rehabilitation of infants and 
children who are hard of hearing
and deaf, audiologists are involved
in the hearing screening, follow-up
evaluation, and early intervention
components. For the early inter-
vention component, audiologists
provide timely fitting and monitor-
ing of amplification (hearing aids
and hearing assistive listening tech-
nology) systems or the selection and
monitoring of tactile aids or
cochlear implants. In addition,
audiologists provide direct audiolog-
ic habilitation/rehabilitation servic-
es. Long-term monitoring also
includes continual validation of
communication, social-emotional,

cognitive, and academic develop-
ment to assure that progress is com-
mensurate with the child's abilities.

Cognitive, social, and emotional
developments depend on the 
acquisition of language. A 
complete language evaluation
should be performed by a speech-
language pathologist for infants and
children with hearing loss. In addi-
tion, the speech-language patholo-
gist is involved with all aspects of
communication including oral
and/or sign language development,
speech production, voice character-
istics, lipreading, and aural 
habilitation/rehabilitation.
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