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Arizona’s Challenge

e Speech Language Technicians (SLTs)

— Individuals with bachelor’s degrees in speech & hearing
science can provide SLP services in the schools

— No restrictions on scope of practice

 Two programs developed at ASU to address the
challenge:

ional Enhancemen
ster program in SLP for indiv
schools as SLTs

2. SLPA Certificate Program to provide clinical training to
undergrad students so they can practice as licensed
SLPAs under the supervision of SLP




ASU’s Professional Enhancement
Program (PEP)

Partnered with the AZ Dept of Education to expanded
the SLP master’s program at ASU

PEP allows SLT working in school to obtain master’s in
SLP while they are working over 3-years

Take the same classes as full-time master’s students




Consideration 1: Ensure that students admitted to PEP are
comparable to students admitted to full-time program

Summary of Applicants to ASU Master’s in Speech Language Pathology

2007 Applicants

2008 Applicants

2009 Applicants

2010 Applicants

2011 Applicants

PEP Full Time | PEP Full Time |PEP Full Time| PEP Full Time | PEP Full Time
Total Number of 21 160 19 212 20 210 11 289 22 320
Applicants

Average GPA | 3.18 3.39 3.26 3.51 3.20 3.51 3.43 3.72 3.37 3.48

Average GRE | 980 1010 992 1018 920 1020 978 1007 947 1039
Accepted Applicants | 10 60 11 71 7 77 7 60 8 63
Number That Began | 9 36 9 39 7 37 6 38 7 36

Program

Average GPA | 3.40 3.58 3.42 3.68 3.48 3.75 3.6 3.84 3.77 3.8

Average GRE | 1055 1145 1047 1091 980 1150 1060 1168 982 1198




Consideration 2: Provide the same academic
preparation for PEP and full-time students without
adding more classes to accommodate work schedules

e ASU’s master’s courses met once a week from
4:30-7:15pm to accommodate PEP student
schedules




Consideration 3: Provide adequate training with adult
population to meet ASHA competency and Arizona
license requirements

e Full-time students do at least one adult
practica rotation during their first year

e This leaves summer adult clinic rotations



Consideration 4: Ensure adequate clinical supervision
while utilizing SLPs who have their own caseloads and
little formal training in supervision

e Regular site-visits are provided by the PEP
coordinator (university SLP supervisor)

e “Cadre of Supervisors” established
— Recruited SLPs within the community interested in




Evaluation of ASU’s PEP

e Successful partnership between university and AZ
public schools: 5t" cohort of students will begin

August 2011
e Allows ASU to take an additional 7-10 students




ASU’s SLPA Certificate Program

 Challenge: provide clinical training and
prepare students to work as SLPAs with
supervision from SLP, rather than SLTs
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ASU’s SLPA Certificate Program

e SLPA Certificate Program includes
— Three 3-credit courses

e Clinical Methods and Treatment of Communication Disorders (already required
for majors)

e SLPA Implementation of Treatment Plans for Individuals with Communication
Disorders




ASU’s SLPA Certificate Program
Consideration 1: Internship Supervision

e Undergraduates do not have open schedules
like graduate students for internships

e Recruiting SLPs to supervise SLPA interns has




ASU’s SLPA Certificate Program
Consideration 2: SLPA for Other Majors

 ASHA's Guidelines for training, use, and
supervision of speech-language pathology
assistants provided framework for Arizona SLPA
licensure and ASU’s SLPA’s certificate




ASU’s SLPA Certificate Program
Consideration 3: Cost and Benefits

* Additional student fee for certificate program
allow us to deliver SLPA courses and program

 Range of employment opportunities and pay
varies for students graduating with bachelors and
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Summary: Arizona’s Challenge

e AZ Challenge: SLT (bachelor level) practice in schools
without supervision or restrictions on scope of practice
— ASU’s PEP provides master’s program for SLTs

— ASU’s SLPA certificate program provides clinical courses
and training for bachelor level to practice as SLPAs rather
than SLTs

ugh tea
a Speech, Language and
- — Three universities: ASU, NAU and U
— AZ DOE
— AZ DHS

— ASHA




