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Please remember that dialectal differences exist for each language and should be considered when using the phonemic charts.
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1t/, 1d/, [s/, and /8/ reflect emphatic consonants. According to IPA guidelines, these emphatic consonants may be transcribed as /t/, /d/, /s‘/, 15°/.
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There are three “levels” of Arabic:’
0 Modern Standard Arabic—used in religious ceremony and literature,
0 Educated Spoken Arabic—used in schools and public arenas, and
o0 Colloquial Arabic—used at home and in community; significant dialectal variability exists among

colloquial forms.

e Dialectal variations in phonology are evident in Arabic. It is important to recognize this when assessing an
Arabic speaker.

e Arabic has emphatic consonants, such as /t/, /d/, /8/, and /s/. Emphatic consonants are described as those
sounds that are produced with the root of the tongue retracted toward the pharyngeal wall.?

e In postvocalic environments the /r/ is trilled; however, in prevocalic environments the /r/ is tapped.>

e Phonemes in Arabic that are not found in English include the following:

o It /dl, 181, 1sl, Ixl, lel, Inl, 1S/, and /?/.*
e Phonemes in English that are not found in Arabic include the following:
o /pl, Ivl, 11,13/, g/, and In/.

e Research indicates that for Arabic-speaking children in Jordan, medial consonants have a higher incidence of
accuracy than initial or final consonants.’

Facts on Arabic Phonoloqgy*

*Information based on a dialect of Arabic used in Jordan.
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